
Dashwood News
Friday 13th March 2026



A note from the Principal…

We have had another amazing week at Dashwood following the excitement of a fantastic World Book Day! 

There were so many fabulous costumes—thank you for all the effort everyone put in.

This week we have been asking our pupils what “having fun” at school means to them and what it looks like in 

practice. As part of our annual pupil voice survey, we ask whether they find school fun. This year, 64% of pupils 

said that school was fun. We would, of course, like this percentage to be much higher. In yesterday’s assembly, 

we asked pupils what they find fun at school. They shared that they particularly enjoy PE, playing outside with 

their friends, science experiments, school trips and group activities. The Aspirations Council will now be looking 

into this further to see how we can increase the amount of fun our pupils experience at school. Some ideas they 

have already suggested include: more sporting competitions, a chess club, more themed curriculum days, 

additional one-off swimming sessions and an indoor lunchtime club.

It is so important that we listen to our pupils. This is their school and we want it to be the best experience 

possible for them.

As you know, parent voice is essential too. We will be holding a Dashwood Action Committee meeting on 

Wednesday 18th March at 9am and again at 5pm. The themes for discussion will include attendance, an 

Aspirations overview, behaviour (including the Zones of Regulation), followed by a Q&A session where you will 

be able to ask any questions you may have.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Gordon-Weeks 



We have set the Term dates for 2026-2027
Term 1 2026: Thursday 3rd September - Friday 23rd October
INSET DAYS: Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September - School closed for pupils
INSET DAY: Friday 16th October

Term 2 2026: Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December
INSET DAYS: Friday 27th and Monday 30th November - School closed for pupils
Last day - Friday 18th December - school closes at 1.30 pm

Term 3 2027: Tuesday 5th January 2027 - Friday 12th February
INSET DAY: Monday 4th January - School closed for pupils

Term 4 2027: Monday 22nd February - Thursday 25th March

Term 5 2027: Monday 12th April to Thursday 27th May
Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May - School Closed
INSET DAY: Friday 28th May - school closed for pupils

Term 6 2027: Monday 7th June - Wednesday 21st July
Last day of term - Wednesday 21st July - school closes at 1.30 pm

Please add 
them to your 

diaries



Laurel Class
Laurel Class have been learning lots about forces and why 
they are important in the world. We have especially been 
looking at what would happen if we didn’t have gravity, and 
tried some physical exercises in class to see whether 
gravity was actually real! We have also been enjoying our 
poetry topic, recently looking at syllables, ready to create 
our very own Haikus! World Book Day was also another 
real highlight of our term so far!



The Treehouse 
The Treehouse have had a great time learning about the farm 
and the animals that live there. We have been talking about 
what they look and might feel like and we are looking forward 
to our trip to see if we can spot the animals we have been 
learning about.
We have also planted some flowers in our outside area to 
celebrate the start of Spring hoping the ladybirds come to visit 
and exploring forest school for signs of Spring.
The children have also had fun making and moving to music with 
Lizzie from Boogie Mites!



Cherry Nursery 
Cherry Class have been enjoying the story We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt. The children listened carefully to the story and joined in with 

the repeated phrases, helping them to build confidence and develop 

their language skills.

The children have taken part in creative activities where they have 

used a range of different materials and techniques to make their own 

bear artwork. They experimented with textures, colours, and tools 

developing their fine motor skills. The children were very engaged 

and proud of the wonderful bears they created.



Plum Nursery
Plum Class have been busy taking part in 
activities associated with their farm topic. The 
children have been learning about different 
farm animals and the sounds they make, while 
also developing their fine motor skills by using 
playdough to create their own animals. They 
have been excitedly talking about their 
upcoming farm trip and predicting which 
animals they might see. In provision, they have 
used small world resources to build their own 
farms and have enjoyed exploring their new 
story, Dear Farm, changing the animals and 
confidently retelling the tale.



Reception
Peach and Pear classes have already enjoyed several exciting 

experiences this term. The children designed their own binoculars 

and used them during an African-inspired safari to spot different 

animals. They also explored the local area, observing features in 

our environment and beginning to compare Banbury with other 

places around the world.

In addition, the pupils have been enjoying stories set in Africa. 

They particularly loved listening to Handa’s Surprise and had the 

opportunity to taste some of the fruits featured in the story.



Year 1
Year 1 have had a great start back into Term 4. In science 
this week, we took part in an exciting experiment where we 
were investigating appropriate materials for a rain shelter. 
We discussed the purpose of a rain shelter and therefore 
what properties it had to have. We made a prediction 
about which material we thought was best and then we put 
it to the test! The children thoroughly enjoyed being part 
of the experiment and there was wide smiles on  all their 
faces.

It has also been lovely to see the progress in all the 
children’s writing so far this year. The children have all 
worked so hard on their letter formation, phonics 
knowledge and building sentences. We can’t wait to show 
you their books at parent’s evening.



Year 1 Phonics Parent Session 

Tuesday 17th March 2026

We would love to see you at our Phonics 
Parents session. We will go through some 
information about the Phonics Screening 
Test; give you an information booklet and 

some resources to support at home.



Year 2
Year 2 have absolutely loved reading 
Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl. They 
showed great communication skills 
during a debate about who was worse -
Mr Fox or the Farmers, which lead to 
some brilliant pieces of writing. 

Pupils have also enjoyed learning about 
food chains and ecosystems. They 
created their own ecosystem showing 
how everything connects using string. 
They could then discuss what one 
happened if certain elements were 
taken away due to climate change.



Year 3
This term, the Year 3 students have decided to 

write Dashwood News for Mr Bennett and Mrs 

Zohaib.  Both classes loved World Book Day and 

had a great time in our costumes.  Our teachers 

were very impressed with our non-chronological 

reports about why reading is important and our 

comics.  In history, we have been exploring Ancient 

Egypt and have been particularly interested in 

mummification, the pyramids and the importance of 

the River Nile.  We have also been expanding our 

mathematical knowledge by learning how to 

measure using millimetres, centimetres and metres 

and at this point have measured almost everything 

in the school!



Year 4
What an amazing start to the term we have 
had! In literacy, we have started to explore 
Charlie and Chocolate Factory, which we will be 
using as an inspiration for creative writing. To 
start the unit, we used our imaginations to draw 
and scene from the book and Mrs O’Neill and 
Miss Hempstock were astounded by our 
creations! 

It is an exciting term for us because we are 
learning all about chocolate! So far, we have 
looked at solids, liquids and gases including 
their properties and examples of each. We 
used this knowledge to complete an experiment 
using chocolate to show reversible and 
irreversible changes. This knowledge will help 
us when creating our chocolate bars!



Sports Event - Orienteering
Some pupils from year 3 and 4 took 
part in an orienteering event at 
Wykham Park. They had a great time 
working collaboratively to find picture 
clues around the field. Pupils had to 
use their navigation and teamwork 
skills to find the different clues. Pupils 
reported that they had a brilliant time. 
They were supported by Wykham Park 
leaders. Well done to all involved. 



Year 5
Year 5 are delving deep into Earth and Space this 

term. We started the term with a fun and 

collaborative art activity which helped the children 

learn the name and order of the planet as well as the 

fact that orbit the Sun. The art outcomes were 

effective and really helped our understanding. The 

children have also found out about the eight phases 

of the Moon and we are looking forward to our next 

collaborative art project to demonstrate our 

understanding of day and night in preparation for the 

upcoming science fair. 

We really enjoyed World Book Day. There were some 

fabulous costumes and we found out about the many 

ways in which reading is important in our lives. 



Year 6
Year 6 have had a fantastic start to Term 4! They have 

been enjoying their science sessions on microorganisms 

and have set up an experiment to test the best 

conditions for growing mould. They have also designed 

their own microbes, looked at the role hygiene plays and 

how we can stop the spread of superbugs. In maths, they 

have been working hard on finding the area, perimeter 

and volume of shapes and solving complex problems using 

algebra. They have also been using their creativity to 

write their own warning stories. Within these, they have 

been looking at using dialogue to advance the action and 

creating vivid setting descriptions using figurative 

language techniques. In PE, they have been working on 

developing their cricket skills including bowling, batting 

and fielding and also trying out some golf through the 

‘little sticks’ programme.



ZooLab 
Reception classes had an exciting start to 

the term as they welcomed the ZooLab 

rangers to launch their new topic on Africa. 

The children travelled on an imaginary 

journey across the continent and 

encountered some fascinating creatures, 

including a tortoise, millipede, snake, 

cockroach and tarantula. They learned about 

each animal’s habitat, adaptations, and some 

interesting facts. Pupils showed great 

bravery, confidence, and curiosity when 

meeting some of the unfamiliar creatures.



Eco-Warriors on an Eco-Mission!
Our fantastic KS2 Eco--Warriors visited  Ardley ERF which was built next to an existing 

landfill site. In April 2014 they announced the closure of the landfill site after 35 years so 

that non-recyclable waste can be used as a resource at the ERF instead.

Our Dashwood pupils really enjoyed the visitor centre and learning all about how the 

waste that gets sent to Ardley ERF is actually precious as it can be turned into other 

resources.



World Book Day 
Dashwood has enjoyed another 
wonderful World Book Day. Well done 
for all of the creative and imaginative 
book character costumes. Classes 
enjoyed a buddy reading session where 
books were enjoyed together. Some 
classes put their creativity into action 
by designing a national book token for a 
competition. Finally, each class has 
completed a task which answered the 
key question ‘Why is reading important? 



World Book Day Fun! 



World Book Day - cake competition  

What a response we had to our cake 
competition! We were amazed by the 
amount of entries as well as the fabulous 
quality of designs. Well done to everyone 
who enters. 

A special congratulation to the winners 
who each received a £5 voucher to spend 
at the travelling book fair later in the 
year. The cake sale raised £330 which will 
be spent on new books for The Grove 
Library.



Uniform

Please see attached letter sent out this week regarding 
expectations for uniform: 

https://dashwood.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/8/2025/10/Uniform-letter-full-
2025.2026-to-parents.pdf

At Dashwood we have high expectations for uniform as we know 
that when pupils look smart, they think smart and that it helps 
them feel a sense of belonging to our Dashwood community. So 
many of our pupils looks smart in their full school uniform each 
and every day. Thank you to those parents and carers who 
support us in this important aspect of our daily school life!



Blazers
If you have any old blazers at 
home that are no longer 
needed, we would love to find 
them a new home in school!

Please bring to the school 
office - any blazers will be very 
much appreciated!



We now have some new 
ties available to 

purchase from the 
school office for 

£5.50. 



Parents/Carers……

Can you help us with any of the following?



We are looking to update our 
school football team kits …
Can you, or do you know of anyone/a business, that 
would sponsor a new kit for our girls and boys football 
teams?

Also, do you know of any T-shirt printing business?

Any support or information would be greatly 
appreciated. Please email Miss Gooch at: 
office@dashwood-aspirations.org



.

.

Bringing history to life at Dashwood!

Do you have historical items tucked away at home?

We're looking for artifacts, documents, photographs, and
memorabilia that tell the story of our past.

We're interested in:

Any objects connected to local people who served or

contributed during the wars

Military uniforms, medals, and badges

Letters, diaries, and photographs of soldiers or civilians
Posters, ration books, and wartime household items

Commemorative coins, stamps, or medals

Photographs, letters, or personal stories related to

royal events

Souvenirs from royal visits, jubilees, or celebrations

Objects connected to your family's encounters or
experiences with the monarchy

Toys from your childhood or your family's past

RATION BOOK

Dashwood Banbury Academy
an Aspirations Academy Aspirations Academies Trust

in association with Quaglia Institute



Do you have photographs, documents, or objects connected to our

town's past? We're looking for items that tell the story of our community!

.

We're interested in:

Old photographs of streets, buildings, and events

Letters, diaries, and personal documents

Household items, tools, or clothing from earlier times
• Memorabilia from local schools and businesses

We warmly welcome any donations of historical items, for us to keep in

school, to help support and enrich the teaching of our history curriculum.

Please bring any donations to the school office - we greatly appreciate
your support!

If we're unable to keep the items, we would still love for you to bring
them in and share their stories with the children.

Dashwood Banbury Academy
an Aspirations Academy Aspirations Academies Trust

in association with Quaglia Institute



Whole School 
Reminders  



Whole School Reminders
Healthy snacks at breaktime

Reminder that all breaktime snacks must be fresh fruit or vegetables. These can be 
whole or cut up pieces of fruit, a pot of grapes, raspberries, strawberries, blueberries 
etc, raisins, vegetable sticks - carrots, cucumber etc. No fruit substitutes such as fruit 

stars or winders are allowed. Please ensure your child has these separate from their 
lunchbox each morning so they can eat them at break time.

Healthy lunchboxes
At Dashwood, we encourage all pupils to have a healthy lunch. Please ensure that this is 

a nut-free lunch (including NO chocolate spread) and is a balanced mix of foods with one
treat only. There are some ideas on the next page.

Drinks

To support dental hygiene, please ensure that your child has water only in bottles in 
class. They can bring fruit juice/squash to have with their lunch. If they bring squash 
into class they will be asked to save it for their lunch and can access water from class 

instead. 



The NHS recommends that a healthier lunchbox should include:

Starchy carbohydrates that keep your

child feeling fuller for longer

(wholemeal bread, pasta, potatoes,

rice). Top Tip: If your child does not

like wholemeal bread, try making a

sandwich from one slice of white and

one slice of wholegrain to get them

used to it. Please ensure sandwich

filling are also low sugar - no chocolate

spread please.

Make healthy swaps to cut down on crisps,

chocolate and fruit bars that are high in

refined sugar. Find out more about

healthier snack swaps at

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-
families/food-facts/healthier-snacks/

Only ONE small treat should be included

in lunchboxes if absolutely necessary. No

'grab bag' crisps or extra-large sized

chocolate should be included. A portion of

fruit or a low-sugar yoghurt are much

healthier choices. Calories should be

under 100 calories.

Include at least one portion of vegetables or salad: cherry tomatoes,

cucumber, celery sticks and sliced peppers all count towards your child's '5 a

day'. You could add a small pot of cream cheese for your child to dip their

vegetables in.

At Dashwood Banbury

Academy, we believe that
school meals are a great

choice for your child, but if

you choose to make a packed
lunch for them instead, here

are some tips for providing a
healthier lunchbox. Please

help your child to live a

healthy life.

REMEMBER: We are a

NUT-FREE school.

Please NO peanut butter, chocolate

spread or nuts as snacks as some of

our children and staff members

have severe allergies.

Include fresh fruit that is in

season: chopped apple,

raspberries, strawberries,

blackberries, blueberries and

melon, all make great snacks too.

Top Tip: add a squeeze of lemon

juice to chopped fruit to stop it

from going brown.

Include a source of protein such

as beans and pulses; eggs; meat;

cheese; and fish.

Find healthy lunchbox choices and
ideas from the NHS at

Change4Life and

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-

well/food-guidelines-and-food-

labels/the-eatwell-quide/

Dashwood Banbury Academy
an Aspirations Academy Aspirations Academies Trust

in association with Quaglia Institute



Whole School Reminders

Uniform - earrings and jewellery

We remind all pupils that a single stud earring in each ear only can 
be worn as per our uniform policy. No hoop earring are permitted 
in any year group. If your child has their ear(s) pierced, please 
ensure that these are removed on PE/swimming days or that your 
child can remove the earring(s) themselves or that they are taped 
over.

As per our uniform policy, no jewellery should be worn to school. If 
your child wears this to school, they will be asked to remove it. 



Up and coming events
and dates for your 

diary  
https://dashwood.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/8/2026/02/Term-4-dates-2026.pdf



Parent and Carer 
Support Section



Banbury United Football Club Opportunities

Banbury United  currently run weekly sessions at two local 

venues:

● Chandos Playzone

● North Oxfordshire Academy

Ssessions are open to the local community and aim to provide 

accessible, supportive, and engaging activities for children and 

families.

The booking Link for all our sessions including February Half 

term: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/33875487049?aff=ebdsshios

We also have a WhatsApp community which parents and carers 

are welcome to join. This is where we share the most up-to-date 

information about all our sessions, events, and holiday activities.

https://chat.whatsapp.com/FPDMMCtFYWu1DgQ8Zyfipf



Orchard Fields
Primary School
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FREE

Easter holiday 
club 

opportunities 
with a free 

lunch!



Support videos from 
the Child and 
Adolescent Mental 
Health Service.



Please complete the survey below:
https://eatthemtodefeatthem.com
/oxfordshire-survey/



Free healthy lifestyle programmes for 
families.

https://oxf.maximusuk.co.uk/beezee-families/



Community Fundraising 

Lunchbox Project and Prabhu, together with Tugo and Lee, and Banbury 
Car & Bike Meet’s Rowan, have joined forces once more to support our 
community.

Look at the link if you would like to support this community fundraising 
project.

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/tugo?utm_medium=CF&utm_source=

CL



Safeguarding - What to do if you have 
a concern about a child
If you have a concern about any child over the holidays 
you can, make a referral as a member of the public. For 
more information on how to do this follow: 

Report child abuse | Oxfordshire County Council

Report abuse to the NSPCC

If a child is at immediate risk of harm, call 999.



Parent Support 
Workshops from 
Camhs

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/
camhs/oxon/sir/webinars/



Standing in the Gap-support 
for parents
Standing in the Gap are 

delivering FREE Managing 

Anger and Managing Anxiety 

workshops to any families 

living in the Ruscote, 

Neithrop, Grimsbury and 

Hightown wards of Banbury.  

See the picture below. The 

wards we are supporting with 

FREE workshops are in light 

blue.



Parent conduct onsite
I would like to take this opportunity to direct your attention to the 
unacceptable conduct policy. 

https://dashwood.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/8/2023/01/Dashwood-Unacceptable-Behaviour-
Protocol-023-01-17-1.pdf

Dashwood is, and always will be, a safe place, free from intimidation 
or fear for all its pupils and parents that attend. I will not tolerate 
any form of aggressive behaviour on site towards staff or between 
parents. If this does occur, I will not hesitate to withdraw permission 
for people to be onsite. If issues arise outside of school, the police 
have advised that you contact them for support. 



Free online parenting support

Online Parenting Courses - Family Lives 

Family Lives has produced a series of online parenting courses that are free to access. I have 

sampled the teens one and found it very accessible.

https://www.familylives.org.uk/how-we-can-help/online-parenting-courses

Family Lives offers a confidential and free* helpline service for families in England and Wales 

(previously known as Parentline). They can be contacted on 0808 800 2222 for emotional support, 

information, advice and guidance on any aspect of parenting and family life. Their website is also a 

rich source of useful support and advice.



Does your child have an article for the 
DBA News pupil-led newspaper?
We love hearing from our pupils about talents, hobbies, interests or 
clubs they are involved in outside of school!

If they want to share a piece of artwork, poem, story or any other 
creative arts, we would be delighted to share it in the DBA News!

Maybe they would like to share an article about their pet or an event 
you have celebrated as a family - perhaps a religious or cultural 
event? Or tell us what you have been up to in the Easter break!

Please send stories to: office@dashwood-aspirations.org or hand to 
Miss Gooch or the school office. 



P.E kit reminder
Physical Education

The school P.E. Kit is compulsory. For indoor P.E., all 
children require a pair of black pumps, a pair of sensible 
black shorts and a white tee-shirt plain or inscribed with 
the academy logo. The P.E. Kit is to be kept at school in a 
bag (drawstring if possible) during the week. For outdoor 
P.E. a pair of training shoes, black tracksuit/jogging 
bottoms and a black sweatshirt is essential.

Reminder: Children are not allowed to wear coloured 
jumpers/t shirts or clothing with large logos on. 







2025 - 2026 Term Dates

Term 4 2026: Monday 23rd February - Friday 27th March

Term 5 2026: Monday 13th April - Thursday 21st May
Bank Holiday: Monday 4th May - School Closed
INSET Day: Friday 22nd May - School closed for pupils

Term 6 2026: Monday 1st June - Friday 17th July
INSET Day: Friday 26th June - School closed for pupils
INSET Day: Monday 20th July - School closed for pupils

Last day of term - Friday 17th July - school will close 1.30 pm on this 
day.
There will be no After School Club



Update: Early finish

Please note that, in the next academic 
year 2025 - 2026, to align with the 

Aspirations Trust Schools in Banbury, we 
will be finishing at 1.30 pm on Friday 

17th July 2026



Term dates for 2026-2027
Term 1 2026: Thursday 3rd September - Friday 23rd October
INSET DAYS: Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September - School closed for pupils
INSET DAY: Friday 16th October

Term 2 2026: Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December
INSET DAYS: Friday 27th and Monday 30th November - School closed for pupils
Last day - Friday 18th December - school closes at 1.30 pm

Term 3 2027: Tuesday 5th January 2027 - Friday 12th February
INSET DAY: Monday 4th January - School closed for pupils

Term 4 2027: Monday 22nd February - Thursday 25th March

Term 5 2027: Monday 12th April to Thursday 27th May
Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May - School Closed
INSET DAY: Friday 28th May - school closed for pupils

Term 6 2027: Monday 7th June - Wednesday 21st July
Last day of term - Wednesday 21st July - school closes at 1.30 pm


