
 

 

 

 

 

A prospectus for moving into Reception  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am delighted to warmly welcome you to Dashwood Banbury Academy, a school that is a great privilege to work 
in. Our positive school community and vibrant environment make Dashwood a stimulating place to work and 
ƭŜŀǊƴΤ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ hǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ΨƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǎǳŎceeding 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƳǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
together with all families to create a sense of belonging. We strive to ensure there are opportunities for your child 
to have a variety of experiences as they move through the school to develop independence, self- awareness and 
confidence. 
 
At Dashwood we ensure that we create an individual learning journey for all children, challenging them and 
supporting them to achieve and reach their full potential as well as being mindful of their well-being. It is very 
importance to us that the children leave Dashwood well rounded individuals that are ready for life in the 21st 
century.  
 
I am so proud to work here and love working with all our staff, pupils and families. We normally offer open events 
with a chance to come and look around the school. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are doing things a little 
differently. We have compiled this prospectus to give you an insight into life at Dashwood and have created video 
links for you to watch. These are available at https://www.dashwood-aspirations.org/about-us/admisssions/ . If you 
would like a 1-1 appointment, please call the school to arrange a virtual meeting or phone call appointment on 
01295 263240. I really look forward to meeting and welcoming you to Dashwood Banbury Academy.   

 
Mrs Amy Rogers 
Principal  
 
How to apply for a Reception place 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ Reception for September 2022.  This application is 
through Oxfordshire County Council and unfortunately cannot be made directly with us as a school.  This has to 
be completed before 15th January 2022.  If you do not get your application in on time you may not be given the 
school of your choice.  
 
We strongly recommend you apply online as you should receive confirmation immediately that your application 
has been received.  You should apply at:  
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-infant-and-primary-school/make-
application  
 
If you are unable to apply online, you can request a form from The Admissions Team and send it back to them at 
County Hall, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1ND (0345 241 2487). 
 
Please call the school on 01295 263240 to speak to a member of staff if you would like any support in filling out 
the forms and we would be more than happy to help.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dashwood-aspirations.org/about-us/admisssions/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-infant-and-primary-school/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-infant-and-primary-school/make-application


 
 
 



 



 

 
 
The Dashwood Academy Uniform comprises of: 
 
For Foundation Stage pupils: 
 
Green v-neck sweater (with or without logo) 
Plain white polo shirt 
Black trousers, shorts or skirt/pinafore 
Plain black or white socks or tights 
Black sensible school shoes 
Green and while summer (Gingham) dress 
 
For Years 1 to 6, pupils wear: 
 
Green blazer with logo  
Green v-neck sweater (with or without logo) ï optional 
Plain white button up shirt 
Green and gold tie (clip on or traditional) 
Black trousers or skirt/pinafore 
Plain black or white socks or tights 
Black shoes 
 
As part of the schoolôs curriculum every pupil will do PE and  
Games each week. 
 
Please ensure that your child has within their school bag a PE kit 
consisting of: 
 
Plain black shorts 
Plain white T-shirt 
Plain black tracksuit bottom 
Plain black tracksuit top 
Trainers (not those worn all day) 
 
 
PLEASE NAME ALL UNIFORM AND PE KITS CLEARLY. 
 
Learning to organise equipment and resources is an important part of education, 
please help your child by ensuring that you have packed everything in their school 
bag that they will need for the whole week. 
 



Jewellery, temporary tattoos and nail varnish are not permitted with the exception 
of a watch and plain stud earrings.   
 
In the interests of safety, practicality and hygiene it is suggested that long hair is 
tied back with a plain fixing. We are aware of the fact that children are continually 
subjected to fashion influences with regard to hair styles, some of which are 
appropriate to the school situation whilst others are not. Bearing this in mind 
Grade 1 shaved hair is not advisable. Tramlines or patterns are not permitted as 
are bright and unnatural hair colours. 
 
Many thanks for your co-operation. 
 
Dashwood Banbury Academy uniform can be purchased from: 
 
Cross Embroidery Ltd  
Units 5-6 
Lower Cherwell Street 
Banbury 
Oxon 
OX16 5AY     Phone: 01295 270555 
 
 
  



A day in the life of a Reception pupil at Dashwood Academy 

Time Activity 

8:50 
 
School 
starts 

I walked through the school gates and I saw my teacher at the classroom door smiling and 
waving at me.  She said good morning and told me we had a fun day planned! I said 
goodbye to my mum and excitedly went to the cloakroom. Another teacher was there to 
help me to put my things on my peg and in my drawer. I then saw one of my friends 
building with the Lego, so I went to play with them.  

9:00 
 
Maths 

My teacher rang the bells and told everyone it was carpet time. I stopped playing and 
went to sit on my own bug spot on the rug. We have to do the register first and then we 
practise some counting and numbers with a song. The teacher then tells us what we are 
going to learn in maths. These lessons are always lots of fun because we do things like 
creating magic potions with a recipe, measuring how far cars go down a ramp, making 
pictures and structures with shapes or playing shops with money.  

9:20 
 
Discovery 
time 

bƻǿ ƛǘΩs our discovery time! This means we can choose where we want to go and play. 
There are always lots of exciting things out to explore, but I think I am going to go to the 
art area first. I like to make things and decorate them. Last week I made an aeroplane 
with the junk modelling and then took it outside to see how far it would fly. Today, I am 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ 5ŀŘŘȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǎƻƻƴΦ L ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
front, cut out some pictures and glued on some sequins. I went to show the teacher and 
she then helped ƳŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ΨIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳŀǘΦ  

10:00 
 
Snack & 
share  

I like snack time because we always get some cold milk or water and a choice of seasonal 
fresh fruit. My favourite is banana or pear.  When we are sat eating and drinking the 
teacher has a chat with us. She asks us about what we have been doing at the weekend or 
we look at some of the photos other children in the class have put on Tapestry and they 
tell us about it. I enjoy seeing what my friends have been doing. Today one of my friends 
shared his Tapestry photos and showed us his new swimming badge.  

10:15 
 
Small 
group 

The teacher called me over to do an activity with her. I was with a small group of other 
children too. Today, we were practising our number bonds to 10. We sang our number 
bond song and then had an activity to do in our maths books. The teacher showed us how 
to use a tens frame to help us work out the answers.   

10:30 
 
Discovery 
time 

I went back to discovery time and decide to go outside. One of my friends was in the mud 
kitchen so I went to play with them, and we made some mud soup with carrots, leaves 
and flowers. I also had a race on a scooter and practised riding a bike with no stabilisers. 
After that I went on the stage outside and played some instruments in a band with my 
friends. One of my teachers used her I-pad to film the song we had made up. She said she 
was putting it on Tapestry so our parents could see what a great job we had done! 

11:00 
 
Phonics 
 

We did a quick tidy up time and then we went to sit on our carpet ready for phonics. We 
have been learning our phonic sounds and now we are practising to read and write words. 
We learn our sounds using songs, actions, games and have to practise robot-talk. Today 
we were learning the ΨǎƘΩ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿƘƛǘŜōƻŀǊŘΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ΨǎƘƻǇΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨŦƛǎƘΩ ŀƭƭ ōȅ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΗ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŀǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  

11:30 
 
Lunch 

We go to the toilet and wash our hands ready for lunch. Then we line up and all go to the 
hall. Some children bring in a packed lunch to eat and others have school dinners. I have 
school dinners today and its pasta with sauce and vegetables, then wibbly wobbly jelly for 
pudding! Yesterday it was fish, chips and beans with flapjack and fruit.  
When we have finished eating our lunch, we get to go outside and play on the big 
playground and field.  

12:15 
 

We do the register again after lunch, but this time we learnt how to answer in a different 
language. My friend taught us all how to say good afternoon in Spanish. Next, we have 
some well-being time. This is when we do activities like yoga, mindfulness or talk about 



Well-
being 
session 

the Zones of Regulation and our emotions and feelings. I like this time because it makes 
me feel calm and ready to learn. But sometimes if we are feeling a bit tired and need to 
re-energiseΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ǘƻƻΣ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ΨDƻ bƻƻŘƭŜΩΗ 

12:30 
 
Topic 

Just before topic time, someone in the class has noticed that something exciting has 
happened! There have been some sandy footprints left in our classroom. We followed 
them and found a message in a bottle from Black-eyed Bill the pirate! He is from our class 
storyΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǊŀǘŜΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ 
map of where it is. We discussed our ideas with our talk partner, and I got a dojo point 
because I gave a good suggestion to the group. Then the teacher shared out the golden 
coins and I went and hid mine in the sandpit. I drew and labelled a map for Black Eyed Bill 
so he could find his treasure again and put the map in bottle.  

13:00 
 
Discovery 
time 

It is discovery time again.  I saw that the teachers had put some dinosaurs out for us to 
play with. This made me happy because I had told the teacher yesterday that I like 
dinosaurs! There were some dinosaurs I had never seen before and so one of the teachers 
helped me to look through a book, to find their dinosaur names.  
My friend and I, decided to use the wooden blocks, tubes, and loose parts to make a 
home for the dinosaurs. The adult then helped us to look at the dinosaur features and 
sort them by those that were herbivores and those that were carnivores.  

13:30 
 
Forest 
School 

Today is Forest School day! We do different things in the afternoons like PE, visit the 
library bus or go on a trip somewhere nearby, depending on which day it is.  
For forest school we change into our old clothes and wellies and go to our wildlife area at 
school. We get to explore and do our learning outside. Today we are going on a bug hunt 
and building bug hotels, last week we built dens and went pond dipping. Sometimes we 
even have hot chocolate around the fire pit. 
LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ PE day we get changed into our PE kits and either go into the hall or outside. We 
practise climbing, balancing, moving, dancing, ball skills, parachute games and teamwork.  
I really like going on the library bus too. There are hundreds of books to look at and read 
and we even get to borrow books to take home.  

14:40 
 
Story 
time 

After we get back from Forest School, it is our big tidy up time and everyone has their 
own area to go to. I tidy up the reading corner every day, so I know where everything 
goes. The teacher then came and gave me a stamper for tidying my area so well. 
Now it is story time, and we all get comfy on the carpet. The teacher starts reading a story 
and makes us laugh when she does the funny voices of the characters in the book! 
Then its time to find out who our ΨǎǘŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩ is going to be.  

15:00 
 
Home 
time 

At the end of the day, we go to the cloakroom to get our things and get ready for home 
time. Our teacher stands at the door and when she sees our parent or guardian, she calls 
our name to go home. I alwaȅǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƳǳƳƳȅ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎǳŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ L 
have done today. There are some days that I stay at school a bit longer and go to after 
school club to play, then mummy picks me up from there when she has finished work.  

 

  



Your Reception learning journey 

When you join us in Peach or Pear class in term 1, you will be learning all about traditional tales. You 

will learn the story of The Little Red Hen and The Three Little Pigs. You make tasty bread for the Little 

Red Hen and have the opportunity to design and make a house for one of 

the three little pigs out of a range of construction materials. You will start to 

make new friends and learn to play and discover together in a safe and kind 

way. You will also visit Banbury library; have the opportunity to meet the 

librarian and dress up in your own familyôs cultural clothes to celebrate all of 

the diverse religions and cultures we have at Dashwood.  
 

In term 2 out topic will be óVets and 

Petsô. You will learn about the different jobs some of our local heroes 

do, including: vets, doctors, firemen, policemen and many more; some 

of them may even come into school to visit us! You will be able to 

learn and play with your friends in the role play area which will be 

transformed into a doctorôs surgery followed by a pet shop; giving you 

the opportunity to become a vet, doctor, nurse or even a shop keeper. 

There will be lots of discussions about the important roles these 

people have in our society and the importance of looking after animals and the environment that 

surrounds you. Of course you will be able to explore the forest school ï you may need your winter hats, 

wellies and waterproofs as it can get a little muddy in the winter time.   

As it is a very exciting and colourful time of the year, you will be able to be creative in the art area by 

making your very own firework pictures, Diwali lamps and Christmas 

decorations. You will have the opportunity to learn about lots of different 

religions, cultures and faiths and how they like to celebrate special 

occasions. You will learn the importance of showing tolerance and respect 

for others beliefs and faiths, and understand that there are lots of 

similarities and differences between us all which is exciting to celebrate. 

We finish off term 2 with a Christmas Nativity and a Chritmas party.  

5é.4é..3é..2é..1 lift off right into term 3 where you and your friends 

will go on an adventure to space, with Baby Bear from the story of óWhatever Nextô. You will be able to 

design and make your own space rocket; you will even get to see how far it shoots up into the air with 

our special rocket pump. In the role play area, you will be able to dress up as aliens and astronauts and 

in the art area, make your own space outfits and design your own aliens. You will make lots of 

discoveries about outer space, planets, stars and the moon as well as learning about how ice is formed. 

There will also be lots of opportunities to experiment with water including floating and sinking; do you 

think you will be able to make a boat to float in the water area? 

Term 4 takes you on a very exciting journey through to Africa. You learn the story of Handaôs Surprise; 
a tale of some animals that behave rather mischievously by taking fruit out of Handaôs basket. You will 

take a trip to Banbury market and buy your very own piece of fruit ï which one do you think you might 

choose? Once you have bought your fruit, you will go back to school to take part in some fruit tasting. In 

this topic you will be surrounded by patterns and sounds from Africa; you will learn 

the differences and similarities about some African traditions and their cultures and 

compare them to your own. By now, in term 4, you will have become very 

confident amongst your friends, so will hopefully enjoy 

sharing some of the traditions you have within your family.  

As we approach Easter, you will join your friends in our 

annual Easter Hat Parade. You can be as creative as you 

like and make your very own Easter hat.  


